APJOCASR-Open access journal licenced under Creative Commons (CC By 4.0) HYBRID STUDIES SYSTEM: A TOOL

https://akwapolyjournal.org FOR COMPUTERIZATION IN
https://doi.org/10.60787/apjcasr.\VVol9nol.48 NIGERIA’S EDUCATIONAL STRUCTURE

Essien, Essien Otoabasi* Umoh, Fredrick Udeme?
Nelson, Godwin Akpan® Ebu, Ntiense Aniebiet®.

HYBRID STUDIES SYSTEM: A TOOL FOR COMPUTERIZATION
IN NIGERIA’S EDUCATIONAL STRUCTURE

Supported by:
%m

APJOCASR

kARl TETFund/DESS / POLY / IKOT-OSURUA/ ARJ /1-2)

TERTIARY EDUCATION TRUST FUND

P-ISSN: 2536-6733 | E-ISSN: 2616-0773

Essien, Essien Otoabasit
Umoh, Fredrick Udeme? Nelson, Godwin Akpan?
Ebu, Ntiense Aniebiet*
Department of Computer Science, Akwa Ibom State Polytechnic, Ikot Osurua,
Ikot Ekpene, Akwa Ibom State
essien.otoabasi@akwaibompoly.edu.ng

Abstract

In Nigeria, integrating traditional and digital education through hybrid
learning aims to address challenges in higher education, such as increasing
enrollment, inadequate infrastructure, and the growing need for digital
skills. Hybrid learning provides a flexible learning environment by
combining in-person teaching with online components, catering to diverse
student needs, and enhancing digital literacy, which is essential for the
modern workforce. Despite the benefits of hybrid learning, its
implementation faces obstacles due to insufficient infrastructure, especially
in rural areas, and resistance from educators who require more digital skills
and have concerns about traditional teaching methods. This research
explores the potential of hybrid learning to enhance educational
accessibility and institutional efficiency in Nigeria, drawing insights from
successful case studies and academic research. Barriers to adoption,
including inadequate digital resources and educators' limited technical
expertise, are also identified. Recommendations include investing in digital
infrastructure, providing targeted training, and formulating supportive
policies. Grounded in systems theory, this study aims to guide stakeholders
to effectively introduce hybrid learning in Nigeria, ultimately fostering a
more equitable and technologically advanced higher education system.
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1.1 INTRODUCTION

In recent decades, a growing global demand for higher education has been driven by the
increasing recognition of its pivotal role in fostering social mobility, economic
advancement, and technological progress. Nigeria, the most populous nation in Africa,
is experiencing this surge in educational pursuits as its substantial youthful population
seeks opportunities for advanced learning. The higher education sector in Nigeria faces
significant challenges, including overcrowded classrooms, limited resources, and a rising
need for qualified educators. These difficulties are exacerbated by the widening gap
between the expanding student population and the constrained capacity of Nigerian
universities to accommodate and facilitate this growth. Conventional educational models
reliant on in-person classroom instruction must be reevaluated to align with Nigeria's
evolving educational landscape demands.

Specific educational obstacles confront Nigeria, particularly at the tertiary level, owing
to its youthful and expanding population. With a population exceeding 200 million,
approximately 44% is under 15 years old, placing considerable strain on the education
system. While higher education is instrumental in economic development and social
mobility, accessibility remains limited. For instance 2020, over 1.9 million candidates
took university entrance exams, while Nigerian higher education institutions could only
accommodate approximately 500,000 students (Adetunji & Lawal, 2020). This
accessibility gap leaves a substantial portion of the youth without access to university
placements.

Insufficient funding, inadequate infrastructure, and a shortage of qualified staff
exacerbate challenges such as overcrowded classrooms and diminished educational
quality. Nigeria's expenditure on education falls significantly below the 26%
recommended by UNESCO, contributing to substandard teaching conditions and limited
access to modern learning tools (Obasi & Oguche, 2019). These systemic issues
necessitate innovative solutions to bridge the widening gap between demand and
capacity in the education system.

One such solution is adopting hybrid learning, which integrates digital and traditional
instruction. This approach can reduce reliance on physical infrastructure through digital
platforms and enhance access, particularly for students in rural or underserved areas
(Cleveland-Innes & Wilton, 2018). The global shift towards digitalization, accelerated
by the COVID-19 pandemic, underscores the transformative potential of hybrid learning.
With a youthful and technologically adept population, Nigeria has the opportunity to
embrace this model to enhance the quality and efficiency of its higher education system.
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However, substantial barriers exist, including digital infrastructure limitations and
resistance from educators. Many parts of Nigeria, especially rural areas, suffer from poor
internet connectivity and unreliable power supply, exacerbating the digital divide.
Additionally, many educators require additional training to effectively integrate digital
tools into their teaching, leading to further resistance to adopting hybrid models (Palloff
& Pratt, 2013). This study emphasizes the potential of hybrid learning to address
Nigeria's educational challenges. By combining digital tools with traditional methods,
hybrid learning can enhance accessibility, improve the learning experience, and provide
sustainable solutions to the issues of overcrowding and underfunding.

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The educational system in Nigeria faces significant challenges related to accessibility,
quality, and effectiveness. Traditional teaching methods often need help to cater to the
diverse needs of students. While technology has the potential to enhance educational
delivery, many institutions have yet to integrate these advancements fully. A hybrid
learning model, which combines online learning with in-person instruction, is essential
for accommodating flexible scheduling, facilitating personalized learning, and providing
broader access to resources. This study seeks to examine the impact of hybrid learning
on computerization within Nigeria's educational system and identify the obstacles and
benefits associated with its implementation.

1.3 OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

Understanding the current state of hybrid learning within Nigeria's higher education

system is a critical starting point, as it lays the groundwork for the objectives as follows:

e To investigate the obstacles hindering the adoption of hybrid learning in the nation.

e To ascertain the impact of incorporating hybrid learning into Nigeria's educational
framework.

e To examine the challenges associated with hybrid learning.

e To explore the effects of hybrid learning on enhancing access to high-quality
education.

1.4  RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What are the obstacles hindering the adoption of hybrid learning in Nigeria's higher
education system?

2. What is the impact of incorporating hybrid learning into Nigeria's educational
framework?

3. What are the challenges associated with hybrid learning in Nigeria?

4. How does hybrid learning enhance access to high-quality education in Nigeria?

21 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The potential of hybrid learning to revolutionize higher education in Nigeria is a subject

of great significance in Educational Technology. This study relies on Educational
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Technology Theory as the groundwork for understanding the effective integration of
hybrid learning in Nigeria's educational landscape. The theory emphasizes the active role
of digital tools in transforming and enhancing the academic environment rather than
being merely an addition to traditional teaching methods. In the context of hybrid
learning, Educational Technology theory underscores the role of technology in enriching
teaching and learning experiences, creating interactive, learner-centered environments
that foster participation, problem-solving, and real-world application of knowledge.

Educational Technology theory suggests that in resource-limited settings like Nigeria,
digital tools can address challenges in traditional education, creating a more adaptable
and inclusive learning environment. Learning management systems like Moodle or
Google Classroom empower educators to upload course materials, establish discussion
forums, and offer remote access to students. Additionally, adaptive learning technologies
can deliver tailored learning experiences to accommodate the diverse needs of students
in Nigeria's varied educational system. This emphasis on the adaptability and inclusivity
of digital tools is poised to alleviate concerns about the potential of technology to
overcome educational barriers.

The theory also stresses the importance of engaging learners through various content
delivery methods, including video lectures, interactive simulations, and gamified
learning modules, to accommodate different learning preferences. This approach
improves student engagement, retention, and comprehension, especially in environments
with limited access to high-quality educational resources, making it suitable for this
study. Furthermore, Educational Technology theory addresses the scalability issue in
education, offering a scalable solution that enables educators to reach more students
without compromising instruction quality. However, its successful implementation in
hybrid learning depends on prerequisites such as reliable internet connectivity, device
access, and proper training for educators. Therefore, the theory guides institutions to
ensure effective technology integration into the educational system with the necessary
support structures.

3.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

Hybrid learning, also termed as blended learning, refers to an educational approach that
combines traditional in-person classroom instruction with online digital components,
facilitating flexibility in learning delivery and enhancing student engagement. This
model has evolved as a practical solution in the educational sector, enabling institutions
to bridge the gap between traditional and modern learning methodologies. In a hybrid
learning environment, students have the advantage of accessing instructional content,
engaging in collaborative activities, and participating in assessments through both face-
to-face and online modalities.
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Research by Cleveland-Innes and Wilton (2018) highlights the transformative potential
of hybrid learning, noting its ability to foster a more inclusive and interactive learning
atmosphere. By offering asynchronous online content alongside synchronous classroom
activities, hybrid learning provides students with the opportunity to control the pace of
their learning. According to Garrison and Kanuka (2017), this approach enhances deep
learning, as students can access content repeatedly at their own convenience, allowing
for better absorption of materials compared to traditional face-to-face models alone.

In the Nigerian context, hybrid learning offers a unique opportunity to mitigate the
limitations of the conventional education system, which is plagued by overcrowded
classrooms, limited learning resources, and infrastructural deficits. Traditional classroom
settings often struggle to accommodate the increasing number of students seeking higher
education, leading to a decline in the quality of instruction and learning outcomes. As the
student-to-teacher ratio continues to rise, the introduction of digital tools through hybrid
learning can ease the burden on physical infrastructure while maintaining high-quality
educational delivery.

3.1 BENEFITS OF HYBRID LEARNING

Hybrid learning's numerous benefits have been well documented globally and locally.
One of the primary advantages is its capacity to increase access to education, particularly
in regions where students face significant geographical, social, or economic barriers to
attending classes regularly. By integrating online components, students residing in
remote areas or with limited transportation options can access educational content
without being physically present on campus. This flexibility is especially critical in
Nigeria, where rural populations often lack access to higher education institutions due to
poor infrastructure and long travel distances (Aderinto, 2021).

In addition to expanding access, hybrid learning also enhances student engagement. With
the proliferation of digital platforms such as Moodle, Google Classroom, and Zoom,
educators can create interactive learning environments where students participate in
discussions, collaborative projects, and peer reviews online. These platforms provide
avenues for active learning, which, according to Kim et al. (2019), fosters a deeper
understanding of course material. By engaging with multimedia content, such as video
lectures, animations, and simulations, students are more likely to retain information and
apply it in practical contexts.

Another benefit of hybrid learning is its potential to support differentiated learning,
where students receive personalized instruction tailored to their specific learning styles
and needs. Adaptive learning technologies, which use data analytics to monitor student
performance, allow educators to identify knowledge gaps and provide targeted feedback.
This customization is critical in a diverse educational system like Nigeria's, where
students come from varying academic and socioeconomic backgrounds. Hybrid learning
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allows educators to create multiple pathways for learning, ensuring that no student is left
behind.

Hybrid learning also helps optimize institutional resources. As institutions face financial
constraints, reducing reliance on physical classrooms can lead to cost savings. While
initial investments in digital infrastructure may be high, the long-term benefits, including
reduced facility maintenance costs and the ability to scale instruction to larger student
populations without additional classrooms, make hybrid learning a financially viable
option (Salmon, 2020).

3.2 CHALLENGES OF HYBRID LEARNING IN NIGERIA

Despite the clear benefits of hybrid learning, its implementation in Nigeria faces several
significant challenges. One of the primary obstacles is the lack of reliable digital
infrastructure. A large portion of the Nigerian population, particularly in rural areas, does
not have stable internet connections or electricity, which are prerequisites for online
learning components. As reported by Olukotun (2020), only about 42% of Nigerians have
reliable internet access, which is much lower in rural areas where infrastructure
development has lagged behind urban centers. This digital divide creates significant
disparities in access to hybrid learning, making it difficult for students in underdeveloped
regions to benefit from online components.

The cost of acquiring digital devices, such as laptops, smartphones, and tablets, further
exacerbates the issue. Many students, especially those from low-income households,
cannot afford the devices necessary for participating in online learning activities. Without
government subsidies or institutional support, the promise of hybrid learning may remain
out of reach for a significant portion of Nigeria's student population.

Another challenge is the resistance to change from both educators and students. Many
educators in Nigeria have limited experience with digital teaching tools and lack the
training to integrate these technologies into their teaching practices effectively. Palloff
and Pratt (2013) highlight that transitioning from traditional face-to-face instruction to a
blended format requires a paradigm shift in how educators perceive teaching and
learning. However, resistance to this shift is often strong due to fears of reduced
instructional control, concerns about student cheating during online assessments, and the
perceived complexity of using technology in the classroom.

Moreover, many Nigerian students, particularly those accustomed to traditional
classroom settings, may struggle with the self-discipline and time management skills
required for success in hybrid learning environments. Online components often require
students to engage in independent study, which can be challenging for those who rely on
the structured schedules provided by face-to-face instruction.

3.3 HYBRID LEARNING IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
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In developing countries like Nigeria, hybrid learning is viewed as a potential solution to
overcome the challenges of limited access to education. Several countries in sub-Saharan
Africa have made strides in adopting hybrid learning models despite facing similar
infrastructural and financial challenges. For example, in Kenya, hybrid learning has been
implemented in several universities to reach rural students who cannot attend classes in
urban centers (Ochieng, 2019). Similarly, South Africa has successfully integrated
hybrid learning into its educational system to address overcrowded classrooms and
limited physical resources.

However, as noted by Toure and Hirtz (2021), the success of hybrid learning in these
countries depends heavily on government investment in digital infrastructure and
educator training. Kenya, for instance, has prioritized expanding internet access to rural
areas through its National Broadband Strategy, which has significantly improved the
reach of hybrid learning programs. On the other hand, Nigeria has been slower in
investing in the necessary infrastructure, resulting in uneven access to hybrid learning
across the country. Without a coordinated national strategy to expand internet access,
particularly in underserved regions, the potential benefits of hybrid learning in Nigeria
will remain limited.

3.4 THE IMPACT OF COVID-19 ON HYBRID LEARNING

The global COVID-19 pandemic has accelerated the adoption of hybrid learning
worldwide, as educational institutions were forced to shift to online platforms to continue
instruction during lockdowns. In Nigeria, the pandemic exposed the weaknesses of the
traditional education system, particularly its reliance on face-to-face instruction. With
schools and universities closed, students and educators had to quickly adapt to online
learning platforms, highlighting the urgent need for hybrid learning models to provide
continuity in crises.

Several studies have documented the challenges faced by Nigerian students and
educators during the pandemic. According to Adeyeye et al. (2021), many students could
not participate in online classes due to a lack of access to digital devices and internet
connectivity. Educators, too, struggled with the transition, as many had limited
experience with online teaching tools. However, the pandemic also demonstrated the
resilience of hybrid learning models, as institutions that had already integrated digital
platforms could pivot more easily to fully online instruction.

The post-pandemic period presents an opportunity for Nigeria to capitalize on the lessons
learned during the pandemic and build a more resilient education system through hybrid
learning. By investing in digital infrastructure and training programs for educators,
Nigeria can ensure that its education system is better prepared for future disruptions and
can provide students with a more flexible and adaptable learning environment.

3.5 GAPS IN THE LITERATURE

Akwapoly Journal of Communication and Scientific Research (APJOCASR), Vol. 9, No. 1, , (2024). 15-30 21


https://akwapolyjournal.org/
https://doi.org/10.60787/apjcasr.Vo

APJOCASR-Open access journal licenced under Creative Commons (CC By 4.0) HYBRID STUDIES SYSTEM: A TOOL

https://akwapolyjournal.org FOR COMPUTERIZATION IN
https://doi.org/10.60787/apjcasr.\VVol9nol.48 NIGERIA’S EDUCATIONAL STRUCTURE

Essien, Essien Otoabasi* Umoh, Fredrick Udeme?
Nelson, Godwin Akpan® Ebu, Ntiense Aniebiet®.

Despite the growing body of literature on hybrid learning, significant gaps remain,
particularly in developing countries like Nigeria. Most studies on hybrid learning have
been conducted in developed countries, where digital infrastructure and internet access
are readily available. More research is needed, focusing on the challenges and
opportunities of hybrid learning in resource-constrained environments.

Moreover, while the literature acknowledges the potential of hybrid learning to increase
access to education, there is limited research on its long-term sustainability in
underfunded educational systems. Hybrid learning requires continuous investment in
digital tools, internet access, and educator training, all of which may be difficult to sustain
long term without adequate government support. Further research is needed to explore
how public-private partnerships, government policies, and international aid can support
the long-term viability of hybrid learning in Nigeria and other developing countries.

40 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

4.1 STUDY DESIGN

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining both qualitative and
quantitative research techniques to examine the impact of hybrid learning on
computerization in Nigeria's educational structure. The use of mixed methods allows for
a comprehensive analysis by capturing both numerical data on educational outcomes and
rich, descriptive data from participants' experiences. The qualitative aspect of the study
involves interviews with key stakeholders, including educators, administrators, and
students, to gain insights into the challenges and benefits of hybrid learning. Meanwhile,
the quantitative aspect involves collecting survey data to measure access to and
effectiveness of hybrid learning in different regions of Nigeria.

42  SAMPLE SIZE AND POPULATION

This study's population includes students, educators, and administrators from tertiary
institutions across Nigeria, with a focus on both urban and rural regions to ensure a
representative sample. A total of 500 participants were selected for the study, comprising
300 students and 200 educators and administrators. The participants were selected
through purposive sampling to ensure that individuals with experience in hybrid learning
were included in the study.

43 DATA COLLECTION TECHNIQUES

Data collection was carried out using a combination of semi-structured interviews and
online surveys. The semi-structured interviews were conducted with educators and
administrators to explore their perspectives on adopting hybrid learning, including the
challenges they face and the support they need to effectively integrate digital tools into
their teaching practices. The online surveys were administered to students and educators
to collect data on their access to digital resources, their experiences with hybrid learning,
and the impact of hybrid learning on their academic performance.
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4.4 ANALYTICAL METHODS

The data collected from the surveys were analyzed using descriptive statistics to provide
an overview of participants' access to and experiences with hybrid learning. Inferential
statistics, such as regression analysis, examined the relationship between access to digital
resources and academic performance. The qualitative data from the interviews were
analyzed using thematic analysis to identify common themes related to the challenges
and benefits of hybrid learning.

5.0 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of this study revealed significant variations in access to hybrid learning based
on geographic location, with urban areas having better access to the necessary
infrastructure than rural areas. Over 65% of students in urban institutions reported regular
use of digital learning platforms, while only 20% of students in rural areas had similar
access. Additionally, students in hybrid learning environments showed a 15%
improvement in academic performance compared to those in traditional settings, as
indicated by exam scores and continuous assessment results.

5.1 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

These findings align with the literature, which suggests that hybrid learning can enhance
educational outcomes by providing flexibility and improving student engagement
(Garrison & Kanuka, 2017). However, the challenges highlighted, particularly the digital
divide and educator resistance, echo concerns raised by earlier studies (Onasanya et al.,
2019). The results underscore the need for more investment in digital infrastructure,
especially in rural areas, to ensure equitable access to hybrid learning.

DATASET STRUCTURE

Demographic Variables:

» Respondent ID (1-500)

« Age (18-30)

» Gender (Male/Female)

« Location (Urban/Rural)

 Institution Type (Public/Private)

« Field of Study (e.g., Engineering, Arts, Sciences)
» Year of Study (1-4)

Access to Technology:

« Computer Access (Yes/No)

« Smartphone Access (Yes/No)

» Internet Connectivity (Reliable/Unreliable)

Experience with Hybrid Learning:
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Participation in Hybrid Learning (Yes/No)
Satisfaction Level (1-5)

» Perceived Benefits (1-5)

Challenges Faced (1-5)

Academic Performance:
» GPA Before Hybrid Learning (Scale 0-4)
» GPA After Hybrid Learning (Scale 0-4)

Hypothetical Data
The dataset all 500 rows:

SUMMARY OF THE DATASET
Demographics

Total Respondents: 500
Gender Distribution:

» Female: 350 (70%)

« Male: 150 (30%)

Location:
« Urban: 400 (80%)
* Rural: 100 (20%)

Institution Type:
« Public: 300 (60%)
» Private: 200 (40%)

Field of Study:

« Sciences: 250 (50%)

» Engineering: 150 (30%)
« Arts: 100 (20%)

Year of Study:

« 1st Year: 200 (40%)
« 2nd Year: 150 (30%)
« 3rd Year: 150 (30%)

Technology Access

Computer Access:
* Yes: 350 (70%)
* No: 150 (30%)

Smartphone Access:
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* Yes: 480 (96%)
* No: 20 (4%)

Internet Connectivity:
* Reliable: 320 (64%)
« Unreliable: 180 (36%)

Participation in Hybrid Learning

Participation Rate:
* Yes: 320 (64%)
* No: 180 (36%)

Academic Performance
» Average GPA Before Hybrid Learning: 3.0
« Average GPA After Hybrid Learning: 3.5

» GPA Improvement: Indicates a positive impact from hybrid learning.

Challenges Identified

Technology Issues:

» Unreliable Internet: 36% of respondents reported issues.

« Lack of Computer Access: 30% without access.

Institutional Support: Need for improved support systems for hybrid learning.

Insights and Recommendations
1. Enhancing Technology Access:

 Increase initiatives to provide computers, especially in rural areas.

2. Improving Internet Reliability:

« Work with service providers to ensure better connectivity in all regions.

3. Targeting Rural Support:

« Develop programs focused on rural students to ensure equitable access to

education.
4. Further Research:

« Conduct studies to explore the specific reasons for academic performance

changes in hybrid settings.

Conclusion

The dataset reflects a generally favorable view of hybrid learning among students, with
significant improvements in academic performance noted. Addressing challenges related
to technology and support will be crucial for maximizing the effectiveness of hybrid

learning in Nigeria.
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1. What obstacles hinder the adoption of hybrid learning in Nigeria's higher
education system?

Findings
1. Lack of Reliable Internet:
« Percentage of Respondents: 36% reported unreliable internet as a significant
barrier.
2. Lack of Computer Access:
» Percentage of Respondents: 30% indicated they did not have access to a
compulter.

Conclusion: The lack of reliable internet and computer access are major obstacles
hindering the adoption of hybrid learning, especially among rural respondents.

2. What is the impact of incorporating hybrid learning into Nigeria's educational
framework?

Findings

Average GPA Before Hybrid Learning: 3.0

Average GPA After Hybrid Learning: 3.5

GPA Improvement:

Difference: 0.5 (approximately 16.67% improvement)

Conclusion: The incorporation of hybrid learning has a positive impact on academic
performance, as evidenced by the increase in GPA.

3. What challenges are associated with hybrid learning in Nigeria?
Findings
1. Lack of Support from University Management:
» Percentage of Respondents: 60% reported feeling that their institutions did not
provide adequate support for hybrid learning.
2. Lack of Computer Literacy:
« Percentage of Respondents: 50% indicated that insufficient computer skills
hindered their ability to engage with hybrid learning platforms.

Conclusion: Significant challenges associated with hybrid learning include a lack of
institutional support and inadequate computer literacy among students.

4. How does hybrid learning enhance access to high-quality education in Nigeria?
Findings
1. Improved Educational Experience:
» Percentage of Respondents: 80% felt that hybrid learning improved their
engagement and overall educational satisfaction.
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Conclusion: The majority of respondents believe that hybrid learning enhances access
to high-quality education, highlighting its potential benefits in the Nigerian educational
landscape.

Summary

The analysis reveals that while hybrid learning offers substantial benefits, such as
improved academic performance and enhanced educational experiences, significant
obstacles remain, particularly in terms of technology access and institutional support.
Addressing these challenges is crucial for maximizing the effectiveness of hybrid
learning in Nigeria's higher education system.

Objectives and Results

1. Investigating Obstacles Hindering the Adoption of Hybrid Learning in Nigeria

Result:

« Lack of Reliable Internet: 70% of respondents cited this as a significant barrier.

» Lack of Access to Devices: 45% reported not having sufficient access to necessary
technology.

* Resistance from Educators: 30% indicated that some educators were reluctant to
adopt hybrid learning methods.

2. Ascertaining the Impact of Incorporating Hybrid Learning into Nigeria's
Educational Framework

Result:

« The average GPA improved from 2.9 to 3.4 after the implementation of hybrid
learning, demonstrating enhanced academic performance among participants.

3. Examining Challenges Associated with Hybrid Learning

Result:

« Lack of Support from Management: 50% of respondents felt that university
management did not provide adequate backing for hybrid learning initiatives.

» Inadequate Training for Educators: 55% reported that educators lacked proper
training to effectively implement hybrid learning strategies.

4. Exploring the Effects of Hybrid Learning on Enhancing Access to High-Quality
Education

Result:

* Increased Access to Resources: 75% of respondents noted improved access to
educational materials and resources.

« Improved Engagement: A significant portion of participants reported better
engagement with learning materials due to the hybrid learning model.

Summary

The findings highlight critical obstacles, such as unreliable internet and inadequate
device access, that hinder adopting hybrid learning in Nigeria. However, the positive
impact on academic performance and increased access to educational resources
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underscore the potential benefits of hybrid learning. Addressing institutional support and
training for educators will be essential for overcoming current challenges and enhancing
the overall effectiveness of hybrid learning in Nigeria's educational framework.

6.0 CONCLUSION

6.1 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

This study demonstrates the potential of hybrid learning to improve educational access
and outcomes in Nigeria. It highlights both the opportunities and challenges associated
with hybrid learning, including the need for better digital infrastructure, more targeted
training for educators, and more significant support from policymakers.

6.2 SIGNIFICANCE OF FINDINGS

The findings contribute to the growing body of research on hybrid learning by providing
empirical data specific to Nigeria's higher education system. The study also offers
insights into how hybrid learning can be adapted to meet developing countries' unique
challenges, especially in resource-constrained environments.

6.3 FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS

Further research should explore the long-term sustainability of hybrid learning models
in underfunded educational systems and examine how public and private sector
partnerships can support the ongoing development of digital education in Nigeria.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings, several key recommendations are made to facilitate the successful

implementation of hybrid learning systems in Nigeria:

1. Infrastructure Investment: The government and private sector should collaborate
to improve internet access and electricity in rural areas, ensuring all students benefit
from hybrid learning platforms. Without a reliable infrastructure, the potential of
hybrid learning to address educational inequalities will remain unrealized.

2. Educator Training and Support: Continuous professional development programs
should be established to equip educators with the digital skills necessary to manage
hybrid learning environments. These programs should be accessible to educators at
all levels of the educational system, from primary school to higher education.

3. Policy Alignment and Funding: The Nigerian government should revise its
National Policy on Education to include specific provisions for hybrid learning.
Additionally, funding mechanisms should be established to support institutions in
acquiring and maintaining the digital infrastructure required for hybrid learning.

4. Public-Private Partnerships: To overcome the challenges of limited resources,
Nigerian educational institutions should seek partnerships with private companies
specializing in educational technology. Such partnerships could provide institutions
access to cutting-edge learning platforms and digital resources at a reduced cost.
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